
 

Types of Sentences 

 
A simple sentence: A compound sentence: A complex sentence: 

Just one independent clause.
two or more independent 

clauses joined together.

an independent clause and at 

least one dependent clause.

Read each sentence. Circle to show what type of sentence it is. 

Underline independent clauses green and dependent clauses red to help! 

1. When the bell rings, it is time for the children to go to class. 

simple compound complex 

 
2. This shirt is too big, and this one is too small. 

simple compound complex 

 
3. It was time for Scott and Nathalie to leave. 

simple compound complex 

 
4. Max hadn’t done any exercise, yet his body was sore. 

simple compound complex 

 
5. Rick should move closer if he can’t see. 

simple compound complex 

 
6. While the children played, dad cooked dinner. 

simple compound complex 

Write your own sentences: 
 

Simple sentence: ____________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Compound sentence: _________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Complex sentence: ___________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 



 

Types of Sentences Answers 

 
A simple sentence: A compound sentence: A complex sentence: 

Just one independent clause.
two or more independent 

clauses joined together.

an independent clause and at 

least one dependent clause.

Read each sentence. Circle to show what type of sentence it is. 

Underline independent clauses green and dependent clauses red to help! 

1. When the bell rings, it is time for the children to go to class. 

simple compound complex 

 
2. This shirt is too big, and this one is too small. 

simple compound complex 

 
3. It was time for Scott and Nathalie to leave. 

simple compound complex 

 
4. Max hadn’t done any exercise, yet his body was sore. 

simple compound complex 

 
5. Rick should move closer if he can’t see.  

simple compound complex 

 
6. While the children played, dad cooked dinner. 

simple compound complex 

Write your own sentences: 
 

Simple sentence: ____________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Compound sentence: _________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Complex sentence: ___________________________________________ 
 

________________________________________________________ 


