
 

Elkonin Boxes 
 

Elkonin Boxes help children segment words into individual sounds, 

helping to build phonological awareness. 

 
How to use: 

 

1. Choose a picture card.  

2. Say the word to the student. 

3. Have student repeat the word. 

4. Have student count number of sounds in the word (by looking at the number of boxes. 

It won’t necessarily be the same as the number of letters in the word). 

5. Have student slide a counter into each box as they say each sound. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 fff - i - shh 

 fish 

 
1…2…3 

Extension: 

Have student write the 

letters that match the 

sound underneath the 

boxes. 



 

Picture Reference 

 

fish 
 

hen 
 

bed  boat 

 

dog 
 

cat 

 

kick 
 

net 

 

shake 
 

pig 
 

chin 
 

sun 

 

duck 
 

cup/mug 
 

chain 
 

teeth 

 

ship 
 

nut 
 

whip 
 

pin 

 

chess 
 

shut 
 

moth 

 

well 

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

   

 

   

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

   

 

   

 

  

   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

   

 

   

 

  

   

 

   

 

 


