
 

Main Idea 
 

The Theme Park Fanatic 
 

Ever since Ted was a young boy, he loved theme parks. He remembers fondly his first visit 
to one. He was seven years old, and he went with his father, three days after his birthday. 
As soon as they were inside the park, Ted pulled his father along in the direction of The 
Golden Claw. Ted had spotted the ride while they were still in the parking lot, and it had 
him mesmerised. Together they stood in line for what seemed like an eternity to Ted. The 
mix of screaming and laughter that came from the 
carriages every time they dipped down made the wait 
almost unbearable for Ted. Finally, they made it to the 
front and secured seats right in the front row. Wow! 
From that moment he was hooked. 
 

It was a passion that only got stronger as Ted got 
older. He took every opportunity that presented itself to visit other theme parks, even 
going so far as to travel to other countries. He had been on the fastest ride in the southern 
hemisphere, the tallest this, the longest that. Eventually, he had visited just about all the 
most famous theme parks in the world. In fact, he met his wife in a theme park on a trip to 
Queensland. 
 

Ted was an engineer. For the first few years of his career, he worked building large 
earthmoving trucks and other machinery. When he turned 31, he landed his dream job. 
From that point, he was paid to visit theme parks! 

 

Read the text. Write down the main idea and three supporting details. 

 

Main idea: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting detail #1: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting detail #2: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Supporting detail #3: _________________________________________________________________ 
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It was a passion that only got stronger as Ted got 
older. He took every opportunity that presented itself to visit other theme parks, even 
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hemisphere, the tallest this, the longest that. Eventually, he had visited just about all the 
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Ted was an engineer. For the first few years of his career, he worked building large 
earthmoving trucks and other machinery. When he turned 31, he landed his dream job. 
From that point, he was paid to visit theme parks! 

 

Read the text. Write down the main idea and three supporting details. 

 

Main idea: Ted loves theme parks. 

 

Supporting detail #1: He has been to theme parks in other countries. 

 

Supporting detail #2: He got a job working at a theme park. 

 

Supporting detail #3: Met his wife in a theme park. 

 
 

Answers may vary 


