
 

Making Inferences 
 

Read each passage. 

Make inferences to help answer the questions. 

Explain the clues you used to work out your answer. 

      

 

 
Oman brought the water flask up to his lips and took a sip, careful not to spill a drop. It 
didn’t soothe his dry mouth. His body wanted more but he had to be clever. He 
surveyed the horizon ahead of him. Nothing but sand. He put away his flask and 
despite his aching feet, he took another step. Oman knew the Koumia Oasis was close. 
He just hoped that he’d be able to make it before his supplies ran out. The 
temperature was starting to drop, and the shadows were getting longer and longer. 
Soon the sun would not be able to guide him, and he would have to use the stars. 

  

 
Where is Oman? _________________________________ What time of the day is it? _____________________ 

Clues: Clues: 

 

How long do you think Oman has been walking? ___________________________________________ 

Clues: 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Jaz looked down at the pie on the bench in front of her. She tried to block out the noise 
of the audience as she reviewed the rules in her head. 
No using hands. Must swallow all food. Three minutes only. 
Her thoughts were interrupted by a deep voice on the loudspeaker. 
“Competitors, get ready…” 
Jaz took a deep breath. 
“Go!” 
Jaz flung her head down into the pie. Cream splattered all over her cheeks as she 
began to eat. As she finished chewing the first of the pies, she looked up at the timer. 
She was on track. 

  

     
What is happening? _____________________________________________________________________ 

Clues: 

 

Do you think this is Jaz’s first time? _______________________________________________________ 

Clues: 
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Making Inferences Answers 
 

Read each passage. 

Make inferences to help answer the questions. 

Explain the clues you used to work out your answer. 

      

 

 
Oman brought the water flask up to his lips and took a sip, careful not to spill a drop. It 
didn’t soothe his dry mouth. His body wanted more but he had to be clever. He 
surveyed the horizon ahead of him. Nothing but sand. He put away his flask and 
despite his aching feet, he took another step. Oman knew the Koumia Oasis was close. 
He just hoped that he’d be able to make it before his supplies ran out. The 
temperature was starting to drop, and the shadows were getting longer and longer. 
Soon the sun would not be able to guide him, and he would have to use the stars. 

  

 
Where is Oman? In a desert. What time of the day is it? Late afternoon. 

Clues: Nothing but sand, oasis. Clues: Shadows getting longer, temperature  

                                                                                            dropping, sun won’t be able to guide him. 

How long do you think Oman has been walking? Days (answers may vary). 

Clues: dry mouth, aching feet, supplies, sun and stars guiding him. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Jaz looked down at the pie on the bench in front of her. She tried to block out the noise 
of the audience as she reviewed the rules in her head. 
No using hands. Must swallow all food. Three minutes only. 
Her thoughts were interrupted by a deep voice on the loudspeaker. 
“Competitors, get ready…” 
Jaz took a deep breath. 
“Go!” 
Jaz flung her head down into the pie. Cream splattered all over her cheeks as she 
began to eat. As she finished chewing the first of the pies, she looked up at the timer. 
She was on track. 

  

     
What is happening? Jaz is competing in a pie eating competition. 

Clues: Audience, pie on the bench, rules, competitors, loudspeaker. 

 

Do you think this is Jaz’s first time? Answers will vary. 

Clues: Answers will vary (eg. she was on track, review the rules). 
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