
 

Cause and Effect  

 
Signal words help us spot cause & effect.   

 
1. Use signal words to help identify cause and effect relationships in the text. 

Volcanoes 

A volcano is a mountain that opens down into the Earth. The large plates underneath the Earth 

sometimes move. Sometimes these plates collide. As a result, magma is pushed upwards through the 

opening of the volcano. Volcanoes can cause lava flows, avalanches, mudslides and even floods. Many 

people live near volcanoes. One reason people choose to live near a volcano is farming. Volcanoes drop 

minerals in the soil. This helps make the soil excellent for growing 

food. Another reason people choose to live near volcanoes is 

tourism. Some people choose to visit volcanoes on their holidays. 

For this reason, there are many jobs near volcanoes. Others don’t 

have enough money to move from their home. Some people choose 

to live near a volcano for religious or spiritual reasons.  

 
2. Show the cause and effect relationships you found in the text. 
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Cause and Effect 

            Answers  

 
1. Use signal words to help identify cause and effect relationships in the text. 

Volcanoes 

A volcano is a mountain that opens down into the Earth. The large plates underneath the Earth 

sometimes move. Sometimes these plates collide. As a result, magma is pushed upwards through the 

opening of the volcano. A volcanic eruption can cause lava flows, avalanches, mudslides and even floods. 

Many people live near volcanoes. One reason people choose to live near a volcano is farming. Volcanoes 

drop minerals in the soil. This helps make the soil excellent for 

growing food. Another reason people choose to live near volcanoes 

is tourism. Some people choose to visit volcanoes on their holidays. 

For this reason, there are many jobs near volcanoes. Others don’t 

have enough money to move from their home. Some people choose 

to live near a volcano for religious or spiritual reasons.   

2. Show the cause and effect relationships you found in the text. 
 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

cause 
Plates collide 

effect 
Magma is pushed 

through a volcano 

cause 
Volcano erupting 

effect 
mudslides, avalanches, 

lava flows and floods 

cause 
Volcanoes drop 

minerals in soil 

effect 
Soil is good for farming 

cause 
Soil is good for farming 

effect 
Some people (farmers) 

choose to live near 

volcanoes 

cause 
People visit volcanoes 

on their holidays 

effect 

Many jobs are in areas 

with volcanoes 


