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1. What did the digger eat for Christmas dinner? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How did the digger get to the goldfields? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Name three hardships in life on the diggings. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Write the meaning of the following words/phrases in the diary. 

gruelling - ____________________ flash - ____________________ 

makes you take stock - _______________________________________________ 

 
5. Briefly describe how the digger's thinking changed from the start to the end. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. What were the two types of fever he caught and how were they different 

from each other? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Why do you think it was especially important for people on the goldfields to 

look after their mates? 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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1. What did the digger eat for Christmas dinner? 

The digger ate damper and leftover stew. 

 
2. How did the digger get to the goldfields? 

The digger walked/trekked to the goldfields. 

 
3. Name three hardships in life on the diggings. 

Limited food, flies, long hours, back-breaking work, extreme heat, foul water, 

dangerous work, unhealthy conditions. 

 
4. Write the meaning of the following words/phrases in the diary. 

gruelling - tough flash - good 

makes you take stock – to assess or consider a situation 

 
5. Briefly describe how the digger's thinking changed from the start to the end. 

Answers may vary. The digger was very optimistic at the beginning, hopeful 

of finding gold. After not finding any gold, enduring the hardships of life on 

the goldfields, and seeing a mine collapse, the digger began to question 

whether it was all worth it. 

 
6. What were the two types of fever he caught and how were they different 

from each other? 

Answers may vary. The first fever he caught was ‘gold fever’ which was the 

excitement caused by the possibility of finding gold. The second fever was 

real, caused likely by a lack of clean water and fresh food. 

 
7. Why do you think it was especially important for people on the goldfields to 

look after their mates? 

Answers will vary but may refer to the need for support because of the tough 

physical conditions or because of working around thieves. 
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