Building Tension

Each passage of text demonstrates a different tension building technique.

Pair up each passage to its matching technique.

Tease with clues
____________________________________________
Use Different Senses
____________________________________________
Dynamic Verbs
e

| Greg steadied himself using the cabin door,

i surveying the damage on the deck before

i turning around and stepping inside the cabin.
i He froze. His eyes widened. An enormous wave

1 was bearing down on his small boat.

ear wrapped its icy fingers around his heart
nd whispered a chilling warning in his ear.
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Personify Abstract Nouns

| salty water. Relentless waves pounded angrily
into his boat.
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i Suddenly a flock of seagulls flew overhead,

i their cackles and caws ringing angrily through
| the sky. It was almost as if these birds were

i trying to give him a warning.

-1--

i The towering wave crashed down onto the

1 . . .

| fragile vessel, shattering its wooden hull, and
i sending splinters flying in every direction.

i Greg grasped desperately to the rail as his

i boat rocked violently from side to side.
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Building Tension Answers

Each passage of text demonstrates a different tension building technique.

Pair up each passage to its matching technique.

Tease with clues

Suddenly a flock of seagulls flew overhead,
their cackles and caws ringing angrily through
the sky. It was almost as if these birds were
trying to give him a warning.

Short Sentences

Greg steadied himself using the cabin door,
surveying the damage on the deck before
turning around and stepping inside the cabin.
He froze. His eyes widened. An enormous wave
was bearing down on his small boat.

Use Different Senses

Greg huddled underneath a wet blanket,
shivering as the wind lashed him with cold,
salty water. Relentless waves pounded angrily
into his boat.

Personify Abstract Nouns

Fear wrapped its icy fingers around his heart
and whispered a chilling warning in his ear.

Dynamic Verbs

The towering wave crashed down onto the
fragile vessel, shattering its wooden hull, and
sending splinters flying in every direction.
Greg grasped desperately to the rail as his
boat rocked violently from side to side.
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