
 

Layers of the Rainforest 
Cut and paste to match the name and information to each layer. 

Emergent Layer Forest Floor 

Understory Canopy 

Home to more life than any of the other 

layers. Branches and climbing plants wrap 
around each other, creating a ‘roof’ for the 

layers below. 

Receives only around 5% sunlight and so is 

quite a dark place. Shrubs, bushes and 
younger trees occupy this layer. 

Receives only 2% sunlight and so not many 

plants grow here. It is home to the larger 
rainforest animals as well as many insects. 

Home to the very tallest of the trees. The 
trees up here receive the most sunlight but 

must deal with very high temperatures and 
often high winds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Layers of the Rainforest Answers 
Cut and paste to match the name and information to each layer. 

Emergent Layer Forest Floor 

Understory Canopy 

Home to more life than any of the other 

layers. Branches and climbing plants wrap 
around each other, creating a ‘roof’ for the 

layers below. 

Receives only around 5% sunlight and so is 

quite a dark place. Shrubs, bushes and 
younger trees occupy this layer. 

Receives only 2% sunlight and so not many 

plants grow here. It is home to the larger 
rainforest animals as well as many insects. 

Home to the very tallest of the trees. The 
trees up here receive the most sunlight but 

must deal with very high temperatures and 
often high winds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


